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2018 - 2019       COMMUNITY CALENDAR       2018 - 2019 

2018                               DECEMBER                                2018

  2nd Sun Advent 1 - LH, 11:00am;  JB, 7:00pm
  8th Sat LH-YH Santa Claus Parade 10:30amWe have 
  9th Sun Advent 2 - JB, 11:00am,  LH, 7:00pm
16th Sun Advent 3 - JB, 11:00am,  LH, 7:00pm - Mem Lights  
22nd Sat M   Full Moon
23rd Sun Advent 4 - LH, 11:00am;  JB, 7:00pm
24th Mon Christmas Eve - JB, 3:00pm (?);  LH, 8:00pm (?) 
25th Tues Christmas Day
30th Sun JB, 11:00am;   LH, 7:00pm, Lessons & Carols
31st Mon New Year’s Eve

2019                                 JANUARY                                  2019

 1st Tues New Year’s Day 2019
21st Mon M   Full Moon

2019                                 FEBRUARY           2019 

14th Thur Valentine’s Day
19th Tues M   Full Moon

2019                           ADVANCE DATES                         2 019

MARCH     6th Wed Ash Wednesday
20th Sun M Spring Equinox. 

Start Daylight Saving Time
APRIL 19th Fri  M Good Friday

21st Sun EASTER SUNDAY
22nd Mon Earth Day

MAY 12th Sun Mothers’ Day
20th Mon   Victoria Day

JUNE 16th Sun Fathers’ Day
21st Fri Summer Solstice

JULY   1st Mon CANADA DAY
AUGUST 15th Thur M Civic Holiday
SEPTEMBER   2nd Mon LABOUR DAY

23rd Mon Autumn Equinox
OCTOBER 14th Mon THANKSGIVING DAY

21st Mon FEDERAL ELECTION DAY

NOVEMBER   3rd Sun Return to Standard Time
11th Mon Remembrance Day
28th Thur American Thanksgiving

DECEMBER 22nd Sun Winter Solstice
25th Wed CHRISTMAS DAY

M FULL MOONS for 2019 will occur on:
Jan 21, Feb 19, Mar 20, Apr 19, May 18, June 17,

 July 16, Aug 15, Sep 14, Oct 13, Nov 12, Dec 12. 

PLEASE NOTE
There may be no BMD for 2019 January.  However if
significant events occur to justify publication, those whose
email addresses are on our email list will receive notification
as usual when the issue is made available on our website at
blowmedowner.webs.com.

BUSINESS & ORGANISATION DIRECTORY

! Byrne’s Store, Main Street. York Harbour 

groceries, hardware, gas & diesel, souvenirs 709 681-2040

wandastrickland@outlook.com

! Captain Cook B&B & Cottages, York Harbour 

Email:  info@captaincookbb.ca 681-2906; 1-877-681-2906

! Captain Cook’s Galley, 135 Little Port Rd, Lark Harbour

Restaurant - Seasonal - Call for information           709 681-2777

! Creative Photography by Linda, 131 Main St, Lark Hr

Email: creativephotographybylinda9@gmail.com

131 Main St, Lark Harbour                         709 681-2255

! Curling ONE Stop Service Station, Corner Brook 

366 Curling Street, automotive repairs, servic i n  g    709 785-2619

! Myrtle’s on the Bay, Main Street, Lark Harbour 

entertainment, food, licenced                 709 681-2103

! Eddie Joyce, MHA, Bay of Islands, Corner Brook 

House of Assembly, St John’s. NL 709 634-7883

! Gudie Hutchings, MP, Long Range Mountains, NL

Member of Parliament, Canada.   709 637-4540

gudie.hutchings@parl.gc.ca

! Marlaine’s Tidewatcher Café, 59 Main Street, Lark Hr

            Closed - FOR SALE BY OWNER     709 681-2140

! Sheppard’s Clover Farm Store, Lark Harbour  

groceries, hardware, gas, marine supplies       709 681-2160

! The Roost, Gift Shop and Gallery, York Harbour

sea glass, paintings, handmade glass beads   709 681-2341
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SOME THOUGHTS ON NOAH’S FLOOD
AND TODAY’S WEATHER EXTREMES

Spring came very late and Winter has attacked Newfoundland &
Labrador uncommonly early this year.  I use the word “attacked”
because it seemed like an attack, as if Mother Nature was using her
immense power to get her revenge, with violent winds, heavy rain,
early snowfalls and sudden drops in temperatures.  It came as a nasty
shock after the warm Summer and Fall, with quite warm temperatures
continuing until a sudden drop about the third week of September, a
cooler than normal October, and the first real snow occurring in Lark
Harbour on November 16th.  We don’t often see that much snow until
December.  In fact, Autumn in the Atlantic Provinces is usually quite
benign, but not this year.

Nor is it only here in NL or Atlantic Canada that this unusual, and
in some cases violent, weather has occurred.  It has extended from
“coast to coast to coast” with records surpassed with forest fires in
BC, high temperatures as well as more tornadoes in Central Canada
and further east, and it is not limited to Canada or North America. 
All over the globe it is happening, on every continent, including
Antarctica as gigantic ice islands break away to drift northwards and
melt, adding to the already rising ocean levels.  The North American
continent has experienced hurricanes stronger, bigger and more
frequent than in past times, with extensive flooding in the south-
eastern USA, contrasting with one of the longest periods of drought
on record in California with dozens of people killed, entire
communities destroyed, and thousands of homes reduced to ashes in
the wildfires.  Stronger and more damaging typhoons, the Pacific
Ocean equivalent of Atlantic hurricanes, are occurring .... and so it
goes on.  If you are not yet convinced, consider the changes in
weather events we have seen in NL in the last few years.

Call it natural climate change if you believe it is entirely natural;
or call it global warming if you think humankind may be partially
responsible; or go the whole distance as did the writer of the story of
Noah and the Flood. It is interesting that the flood narrative, which
probably began centuries earlier as an oral tradition and was not a
specifically Jewish narrative, placed the blame for the Flood squarely
on the shoulders of humanity as a punishment for their wickedness. 
The Noah’s Flood narrative in Genesis 6-9 then followed, postulating
the same cause.  However, many of our contemporaries in these
presumably more enlightened times choose to deny the truth of
climate change, regardless of the protestations of so many scientists
representing a host of knowledge bases and viewpoints.  And the truth
gradually gaining acceptance, hopefully before it is too late, is that
humanity is doubtless the overwhelmingly likely culprit.  1  . 

The ancient explanation citing man’s wickedness towards God
bears a close resemblance to our more sophisticated modern lack of
respect for our earthly environment.  It parallels our cavalier
treatment of the environment as a gigantic garbage receptacle for the
noxious fumes and waste materials from industrial processes that have

been polluting the atmosphere for two centuries since Coal was King,
and still continuing in our own time with petroleum-fuelled internal
combustion engines.

The world, our religious beliefs, and our values have always been
subject to change.  But the last century has brought more and faster
changes than any earlier period of recorded history.  Religious beliefs
have been among those most affected by change almost beyond
recognition, with total rejection by many, and great interpretative
differences by believers.  This has brought about a revival of a set of
beliefs that existed among aboriginal groups in North America and
elsewhere that have made religion broader and more meaningful for
many.  The result has frequently taken a form in which some people
equate ‘God’ with the natural environment, a form of animism  2.   This
enables those who cannot accept the traditional Christian concept of a
solely ‘spiritual’ entity that is invisible and therefore problematic in
this highly technological and materialistic age whose over-arching
philosophy is “Seeing is believing”.

It is therefore possible for many who find themselves unable to
embrace a traditional God to shift their thinking to include all of the
natural environment which, if damaged or destroyed, will result in food
scarcities and other shortages hitherto never experienced.  If this
occurs, regardless of the cause, millions alive then will die as would
have been the case in the floods which gave rise to the Noah’s Flood
narrative, it will be a situation impossible to remedy.

Some readers will undoubtedly accuse me of scare-mongering by
suggesting that the world may be heading for an Apocalypse.  If
increased world tensions are any clue, we may be.  And we here on
The Rock will be no less vulnerable than anyone else.  There will
inevitably be a blood bath and the use of nuclear weapons when the
leaders of the world’s most powerful nations defend themselves against
the starving hordes desperate to secure their share.

Remember the song?  “It’s the end of the world as we know it ...
and I feel fine” ?  Click the link to hear it.

IF IT HAPPENS . . . 

I don’t think I will be feeling fine.  Will you?

HOW ABOUT THE WEATHER?

What about the weather?  Climate heating? . . . or Cooling?  We are
told that there will be increasing instability of weather patterns while
a general warming effect takes place.  But have we had a year within
living memory like this one?  Spring came late to Newfoundland. 
Summer was warm for about a month, but before the end of September
it cooled off very noticeably.  Then the first snow, and plenty of it,
came in November.  It is still with us, and it looks as if winter has
begun very early this year.  

1  The Biblical narrative of the Flood in Genesis chs 6 to 9 originates from the
Mesopotamian region between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers and was ancient
even when it was adapted and included in Genesis around 500BC.  It represents the
ideas of some early civilisations of about 4,000 years ago and resembles ideas held
by some modern individuals.  Experts believe that the writer(s) of Genesis based
their Flood narrative on the account in the ancient Epic of Gilgamesh from the
region around the City of Ur, believed to be the original home of the biblical
Abraham.

2  Animism is found in a variety of forms around the world where it has been and
still is the basis of the spiritual belief of many aboriginal peoples.  It is expressed in a
simple form in Shakespeare’s As You LikeIt  (Act 2, Scene 1, Line 562) that : “....
life, exempt from public haunt, Finds tongues in trees, books in the running brooks,
Sermons in stones, and good in everything”.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hfnY3Af-9No
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hfnY3Af-9No
<current%20document>https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epic_of_Gilgamesh
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Obituary

Joseph Hynes
1937 - 2018 November 14 

Lark Harbour, NL

It was with great sadness that the
Family of Joseph Hynes announced
his passing on November 14, 2018
at the age of 81.  He will be forever
loved by wife Margaret; daughters:
Josie (Chad) & Roxanne (Stephen)
and son Brad (Amanda).  He also
left behind the highlight of his life,
his grandchildren: Kennedy
(Luke), Sarah (Dylan), Brooklyn &
Brayden.  Also left to mourn are
his sisters: Rose (Clayton), Mary
(Ed) and brother Raymond
(Marion);  brother-in-law Angus
(Ruth) and sister-in-law Madonna
(Ben);  and a large number of nieces and nephews and numerous
friends. 

He was predeceased by his precious grandson Noah, his parents
Leo & Sarah, in-laws Harvey and Ella, brothers Peter and Albert, and
sister Dorothy.  In keeping with Joe’s wishes, cremation has taken
place.  Funeral Services took place on Saturday, November 17 at 2:00
pm from St James Anglican Church in Lark Harbour with Rev Effie
Organ officiating.  Internment followed at St James Cemetery. All
welcome to Roxanne’s house in York Harbour for Refreshments.

We offer our sincerest condolences
to the families and  friends of Archie and Joe.

Both were well-known in Lark Harbour.
They will be missed by all who knew them.  

SANDRA PARKS, 13-YEAR-OLD WINNER
OF ESSAY CONTEST ON GUN VIOLENCE
SHOT IN HER HOME BY A STRAY BULLET

Perhaps one of the
most poignant and
ironic news items to
appear recently was
the report of the death
of Sandra Parks, a 13-
year-old girl living in
M i l w a u k e e ,
Wisconsin, USA. 
Two years ago she
wrote an essay on gun
violence for a contest
in which she won an award.  On 2018 November 19 this little girl was
sitting in her room in her home when a stray bullet came through her
window and killed her.  She died moments later in her mother’s arms.

Read details HERE, as reported in The Hill newspaper.

Read also the prize-winning Essay that Sandra wrote. 
 

Obituary

Archibald “Archie” Ulric Sheppard
1932 January 29 - 2018 November 08 

Lark Harbour, NL

It was with great sadness that the
family of the late Archibald “Archie”
Sheppard announced his peaceful
passing at his private residence on
Thursday, November 8, 2018 at the
age of 86 years. 

He left to mourn his partner of 29
years Bertha Sacrey; sons: Jarrod,
Stephen (Rowena), Rockey (Karen);
daughters: Deanna (Desmond), Myrtle
(Lester), Cindy (Dean), Wanda-Lee
(Mike); Brother: Alan; sisters: Sarah,
Marie (Chester); brothers-in-law: Jim
(Debbie), Mark (Kathleen), Arch
(Lillian), Wilfred (Rhonda), Barry
(Chrissy), Vince (Laura); sisters-in-law: Leona (Ron), Doris (Lloyd),
Maxine (Pearce), Genova (Don), Louise (Terry), Mary Ann (Roy),
Phyllis, Barb; 17 grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren and a large
circle of nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends. 

Archie was predeceased by his mother and father: Rosanna & Ulric
Sheppard; mother and father-in-law: Amelia & George Childs;
brothers: William Sheppard and Charlie Sheppard; daughter-in-law:
Tracey Sheppard; brother-in-law: Gordon Kendall. 

A visitation for family and friends took place from St James
Anglican Church in Lark Harbour on Tuesday, November 13, 2018
from the hours of 7pm – 9pm from where the funeral took place on
Wednesday November 14, 2018 at 2pm with Rev Effie Organ
officiating.  Interment followed at the St. James Anglican Church
Cemetery in Lark Harbour.

As expressions of sympathy, flowers were accepted or donations
made to the St James Anglican Church Fund.  The family guestbook
could be signed by visiting www.country-haven.ca.
                                     “Forever In Our Hearts”

IS

VIOLENCE

EVER

A

SOLUTION

TO

ANYTHING?

<current%20document>https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/news/417967-13-year-old-girl-who-wrote-essay-on-gun-violence-killed-by
<current%20document>https://fox6now.com/2018/11/20/little-children-are-victims-sandra-parks-essay-written-2-years-ago-shines-light-on-gun-violence/
http://www.country-haven.ca.
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Brian Kemp

DEMOCRACY: THE DELICATE FLOWER

If the 2018 November 06 election in America has done nothing else,
it has demonstrated what a delicate plant Democracy is, and how fake
news masquerading as truth can come close to success.  Starting with
Russian efforts to pervert it, and ending with Made in America tricks
to discourage or even prevent certain ethnic groups from exercising
their constitutional right to vote, it is being brought to the brink of
disaster.

On Sunday 2018 November 04 in a speech to inspire rank and file
Democrats to get out and vote on Election Day, Past President
Barack Obama made the remark “The character of our nation is on
the ballot”.  It is the Constitution that defines the heart and the
character of a nation, and perhaps never before, including during the
notorious McCarthy years, has the American Constitution, the
defining authority of that nation, been at greater risk than now, during
the Trump presidency.

Previously, since 1776, with the exception of the Civil War,
insecurity has always originated from outside their borders.  Now
there is a new source of insecurity, untried, untrusted, uncertain, and
from within: the Trump agenda.  The cult of personality alone cannot
provide appropriate criteria for leadership: though possibly, if
tempered with the cult of decency, it can.  But if decency is ignored,
it can become a formula for long-term failure.  Decency includes
honesty, truthfulness, respect for opponents and time-honoured
institutions, along with a myriad of other qualities without which an
individual should not be considered as a political leader at any level. 
The Trump administration, and specifically its leadership, is devoid
of decency.

Now, with the added appearance of extreme Right politics in
Brazil, possible others in Europe, and those other nations that have
never fully supported democracy and have only recently adopted it,
the liberal character of even traditional democracies is being assailed
and changes are occurring.  The basic concept of ‘one person, one
vote’ is being challenged.  One vote in a nation of millions has very
little influence, and it is only when positive single votes combine in
a common movement that a majority can coalesce to change the
direction of the nation either positively or negatively.  This is what
leaders like Trump in America, perhaps Jair Bolsonaro in Brazil,
although it is early days yet, and many others including Hitler and
Mussolini in the 1930s well knew to the world’s disadvantage when
they chose the negative route to pervert democracy to their own ends.

An important fact about Democracy’s single vote is that everyone
else also has only one vote, and this must be protected at all cost to
maintain viability and trust of the system.  Any digression from this
fundamental principle is a potential hazard for a democratic system
of government.  Therefore the electoral process must be strictly
monitored and any interference in the process immediately remedied. 
The appearance of deceased or non-existent persons’ names, or
removal of names of voters rumoured to have moved away, may be
evidence that there has been tampering.  There was a strong suspicion
that something of this nature may have been attempted in Georgia to
influence the election of Governor.  Brian Kemp, then Secretary of
State with official responsibility for oversight of the election process,
was also the Republican candidate for the Governorship of Georgia,
making for a potentially classic example of the fox guarding the
henhouse.  Kemp should have recused himself of responsibility for
the election, even if for no more important reason than to protect its

viability and that of the Governorship if he
should be elected.  If unwilling to do so, then
he should have been compulsorily removed
from his post as Secretary of State.  The fact
that he was not is unfortunate for the
democratic reputation of the then current
government of Georgia 3.

During his time as Secretary of State for
Georgia, Brian Kemp was accused of voter
suppression on quite a large scale.. 
Specifically, he was accused of keeping as
many as 35,000 voters off the rolls, many of them being members of
minority groups, particularly African Americans.  He also personally
removed about half a million from the electoral rolls because, he
claimed, they no longer lived where they were registered.  Others were
removed because of minor errors such as a missing hyphen or a
typographical error in the name.  About two thirds of them were
African Americans.  This kind of action is perhaps the easiest method
of interfering in the democratic voting process.

Who should be responsible for monitoring the electoral process if
s/he is on the slate of candidates?  The best choice would probably be
a senior member of the Supreme Court Bench, as a person who would
not be personally involved.

The extreme opposite of a democratic state is a dictatorship where
one person only selects the leader, usually him/herself.  In a democracy
every citizen has one vote, and all votes have equal value; in a
dictatorship one person in effect has all the votes, which amounts to
one single vote.  Other systems fall between the two extremes.

Democracy is believed to have originated in Ancient Greece, where
the city state was small enough that all votes for one individual were
counted, and the one with the highest count was declared winner.  But
as states became more populous, it became necessary to divide them
into sections (constituencies) with each section electing its own
representative.  Geographical considerations necessitated that some
sections were more populous than others, introducing inequalities. 
One section might contain 10,000 voters, while another might contain
only 5,000, meaning that the single vote of an individual in the smaller
unit is worth twice the value of a single vote in the larger one.  Hence
the value of a vote is dependent on the population of the section or
constituency.

In modern America, where the population of states varies greatly,
each state elects two Federal Senators, while the number of Federal
Representatives varies, based on population.  Alaska, Delaware,
Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Vermont and Wyoming, with
small populations, each elect only one Federal Representative;
California, the most populous, elects 53.  (See Federal Senators and
Representatives by state.)  The Canadian system (See Parliament of
Canada.) is generally based on that of the United Kingdom and is
rather more complex than the American one, due to various
geographical, historical and other constitutional considerations (e.g.
the Monarchy) which are not applicable in America where the
Constitution is the source and controlling factor.  Both systems are
designed primarily to accommodate the specific demographic,
geographic or historical conditions of a region.

3  Read Who Will Watch the Election Watcher in the Georgia Governor’s Race? by
Margaret Newkirk and Dune Lawrence in Bloomberg Business Week.  Brian Kemp
is Georgia’s Secretary of State whose responsibility includes elections, and he is also
seeking election as Governor of Georgia.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jair_Bolsonaro
<current%20document>https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brian_Kemp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brian_Kemp#Voting_rights_controversies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brian_Kemp#Voting_rights_controversies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brian_Kemp#Voting_rights_controversies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democracy
https://www.britannica.com/topic/United-States-House-of-Representatives-Seats-by-State-1787120
https://www.britannica.com/topic/United-States-House-of-Representatives-Seats-by-State-1787120
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_Canada
https://www.google.com/search?q=democracy+in+uk&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&client=firefox-b-ab
file:///|/0-05/who-will-watch-the-election-watcher-in-the-georgia-governor-s-race
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Click on this
thumbnail for
enlargement.   

The redrawing of constituency boundaries, known as
Redistribution,  may become necessary after a Census, or an urban
reconstruction project (including ‘gentrification’) and when any major
demographic changes have occurred over time.  These are caused by
increases in planned home construction, particularly of high rise
apartment or condominium blocks that concentrate a large number of
new residents in a relatively small geographical area.  It may occur
over an extended period as high rise residences are constructed over
perhaps a decade or longer when a downtown slum precinct is cleared
and remodelled.  Electoral considerations will usually have been
accommodated in a variety of ways by the architects and urban
designers during the planning process, but a time may eventually
arrive when stronger will be necessary to restore fairness.          

If done appropriately and fairly, electoral boundary changes
intended to maintain approximately balanced population densities
within neighbouring areas will normally result in improved
representation of voters, and therefore a more responsive democracy
in that community.  However changes can be engineered to unfairly
favour one political party at the expense of another, distorting what
was originally created, and degrading the democratic experience for
some people in that community.  When done with intent to unfairly
favour one party over another it is known as “gerrymandering”, 4

resulting in permanent skewing of the polls in favour of one party to
the detriment of another.  It is most common in a two-party electoral
environment and is of course illegal.  Such nefarious intent may result
in quite extreme distortion of election results in a district which had
originally been apportioned fairly and in good faith.

Gerrymandering of border adjustments can sometimes be quite
easily identified on a map of the area.  The ideal
boundaries of a constituency would be simple straight
lines, but this is not often possible.  In order to
preserve homogeneous communities, it may be
necessary to deflect boundary lines because of major
highways, streets, railway lines, waterways and other
natural features which often define natural boundaries
in a community or region.  However, if this is done to
an extreme, it may reveal itself quite clearly on a map
as was the case in the accompanying thumbnail.  The
simple test of “If it looks suspicious, it probably is
suspicious,” may be an adequate test most times, and a visit to the
affected neighbourhood may be sufficient to provide proof.

Malapportionment is easier to identify by comparing density of
population in the area in question.  Rural and urban areas vary widely
in their needs and problems but a caring democracy must ensure they
are accounted for during any electoral planning.

Despite the difficulties raised above, democracy has one
outstanding limitation that is not so applicable in most other systems
of government.  For democracy to succeed, it requires the consent of
the governed, because force cannot be applied except in cases where
laws have been broken, and then only in strict accordance with
custodial process law.  If questions are raised in a dictatorship —
even in a relatively benevolent one — questions will be asked and
forbidden activities committed.  Punishment may then be summarily
applied, and measures taken to prevent recurrence.  But the dictator’s
action is neither governed nor tempered by law, unless s/he so

chooses.  Likewise, measures to prevent recurrence in a democracy
will be enlightened and reasonable, although many prisons in modern
democracies are not operated with much thought given to preventive
therapy.

At this time when Democracy is under attack in some of its
traditionally most secure places, we need to be highly vigilant.  People
may make fun of us as being unnecessarily alarmist.  Similar warnings
were issued in Europe, including a broadcast speech by Winston
Churchill to the American people in 1938.

And this brings us to the perennially insoluble question that
surrounds the concept of Democracy.  It is said to have first been
posed by the Latin poet Juvenal who lived around 100 AD, but it may
have originated much earlier.  The question is 

QUIS CUSTODIET IPSOS CUSTODES ?
Who shall guard the guardians ?

For an interesting modern discussion of how the question
has been dealt with in films and television programs,

click HERE
— SLH

CHURCHILL’S BROADCAST TO AMERICA
 IN 1938

Some months ago in the BMD I drew your attention to the
transcript of a speech of Winston Churchill transmitted by radio
to the people of the United States of America on 1938 October
16.

Churchill’s speech was titled The Defence of Freedom and
Peace.  I would encourage readers to click on the link and read
the speech.

 
In it Churchill warned the American people, and the rest of the
world, of the danger that was building up in Europe under
Hitler.  Within a year, on 1939 September 01, Germany had
invaded Poland causing Britain and France to honour their
agreement with Poland and declare war on Germany, and
World War Two had begun.  We may now be at a time
comparable to 1939-40

With the confusion and lack of direction in the USA,
Churchill’s warning words in this one sentence above all stand
out: “If ever there was a time when men and women who
cherish the ideals of the founders of the British and
American Constitutions should take earnest counsel with
one another, that time is now.”  If the American Democratic
Party can change things now that it has control of the House of
Representatives, though not of the Senate, they may be able to
begin to clean up the mess in America and exert some control
over Donald Trump
. 
Meanwhile, Canadians as well as British and American and all
lovers of political freedom everywhere should take heed.

4  For the origin of the word ‘gerrymandering’, refer HERE.  For a review of the
hirtory of gerrymandering in Canada, refer HERE. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Redistribution_(election)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerrymandering#Etymology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apportionment_(politics)#Malapportionment
https://winstonchurchill.org/resources/speeches/1930-1938-the-wilderness/the-defence-of-freedom-and-peace/
https://winstonchurchill.org/resources/speeches/1930-1938-the-wilderness/the-defence-of-freedom-and-peace/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quis_custodiet_ipsos_custodes%3F
https://winstonchurchill.org/resources/speeches/1930-1938-the-wilderness/the-defence-of-freedom-and-peace/
https://winstonchurchill.org/resources/speeches/1930-1938-the-wilderness/the-defence-of-freedom-and-peace/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerrymandering
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerrymandering#Canada
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Emmanuel Macron
Age 40

President of France

EMMANUEL MACRON
A NEW WORLD LEADER?

There may be a new world leader in the offing,
in the person of Emmanuel Macron, the
President of La République Française.  He has
strong ideas that could catapult him onto the
world stage as a replacement for Trump and the
USA.  Canada, with our already good French
connections, would do well to listen to his ideas. 
It should not be difficult for PM Trudeau to
work with him, now that Trump has so damaged
our relationship with America and is in the
process of abdicating from America’s world-
wide role developed by previous presidents since
1945.  Macron spoke warningly of nationalism: “In saying ‘our
interests first, whatever happens to the others,’ you erase the most
precious thing a nation can have, that which makes it live, that
which causes it to be great and that which is most important: its
moral values. . . Old demons are resurfacing.  History sometimes
threatens to take its tragic course again and compromise our hope
of peace.  Let us vow to prioritise peace over everything.”  It
seemed to be a rather pointed swipe at the American President,
whose speech echoed his recent statement that he is a nationalist,
and sounded hollow and lifeless in contrast to Macron’s words.

Trump’s visit to France to participate in the 100th anniversary of
the 1918 Armistice was certainly far from an unqualified success,
with his speech that demonstrated very little enthusiasm, sounding
weary and jaded.  In contrast, the 40-year-old Macron began
actively to define a role for his country as a patriotic but
international leader, vastly different from Trump’s narrow
nationalist declaration of a few days earlier.  With Angela Merkel’s
moving away from her unofficial international leadership role after
her last subdued election, and Britain eclipsed out of any such role
until it can resolve its relationship with the European Union, the
field appears to be open for a young and energetic leader like
Macron to fill the vacancy which Trump is not capable of doing.  

Trump is certainly no more popular in Europe than he is in
Canada, with his belittling remarks about Europe’s dependence on
American defence assistance 5 since World War Two.  The fact is
that British and French forces, with strong support from
Commonwealth countries and some individual Americans who
volunteered to serve in British and French armed forces, had
already been fighting Hitler’s forces for over a year with alarming
losses when  Roosevelt’s Lend-Lease Policy came to the defence of
the countries Germany had invaded or threatened.

It is all very well for Trump to express his opinions.  However
anyone who does so should check the facts first.  It has become an

international joke that many of his statements seem to be made on
the spur of the moment, only to be replaced with the opposite a day
later.  We have witnessed numerous occasions when Trump has
confidently delivered in his speeches certain ‘facts’ that were never
facts at all, but simple ‘voter bait’.  This deceptive behaviour,
whether intentional or not, renders his presidency a useless venture
on the world scene.

Emmanuel Macron has shown himself to be a leader from a
totally different mould than Trump.  Of all the world’s current
leaders, Macron has the qualifications of credibility, respect for his
own nation and the concept of democracy and, extremely important,
respect for international institutions, like the United Nations, that
watch and draw our attention to the need for law and order and
peaceful coexistence in the world.  This is perhaps the most
important requirement for any democratic leader in these turbulent
times when principles of freedom are being challenged in some
places where they first took root and which have championed them
in threatening times.  Macron also has an excellent command of at
least two major world languages—his native French, and English.

At the young age of 40, Macron is President of a nation that has
played an active role in world politics for centuries and could be in
a position to assume informal guidance as the most competent
member of the European Union now that Germany’s Angela Merkel
has withdrawn from the place she has occupied until recently. 
Britain, far too preoccupied with its foolish and uncertain decision
to leave the EU,  is out of the picture indefinitely, even if it can find
a new prime minister to bring it back to reality.

Whether or not the French President will assume a world role is
very uncertain as he has run into problems at home with violent
protests over a fuel tax (See also HERE) intended to assist in
protecting the environment.  To be successful internationally, a
leader must be very confident of stability at home.  Moreover
Macron has not yet been reported as having any interest in such a
role.

Perhaps over the next few months we will receive further insight
into Macron’s possible future and his problems at home, but it
would appear that presently any such moves are a long way from
becoming reality.  So who else is there?

A few other things are certain.  Donald Trump is not an
appropriate individual for the role.  He does not appear to
understand its significance, and has caused too much broken faith
and damage to already strained relationships with his suspect
‘America First’ pronouncements.  His dictator cronies, Putin, Kim,
Duterte, et al, may like the idea, since they must know they could
never qualify for it themselves.  The same is true of President Xi,
though China’s increasing role in Latin America and Africa may
have awakened such a notion among some of those remote unstable
nations where China has developed economic footholds.

Therefore, unless another politician of world potential appears
— but from where? — the world is doomed to muddle along as best
it can.  It is unfortunate that Canada is geographically too close to
Trumpland to get out from under that dark shadow to produce a
leader who might contribute a role for our fine country on the
international scene as well as at home.  Our country has much of
value that we could share for the benefit of the rest of the world.

— SLH

5Many Americans are also contributing, perhaps unwittingly, to that situation by
making frequent reference to the superior role they claim in winning World War
Two.  Certainly America did play an important role after President Roosevelt’s
clandestine signing of the two agreements, Destroyers for Bases (1940 Sept 02)
and Lend-Lease (1941 March 11).  Roosevelt, popular as he was at home, had
chosen not to put his popularity to the test until the war was ended.  It is alarming
to estimate the likely outcome of the war, had America remained on the sidelines
indefinitely.  Which side might they eventually have supported, given the number
of German and Italian immigrants living in America?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emmanuel_Macron
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/nov/11/trump-joins-macron-and-world-leaders-at-armistice-ceremony
https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/1049449/france-protest-emmanuel-macron-fuel-duty-yellow-vests-calais-riot
https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/1048456/france-riots-fuel-tax-protests-death-toll-emmanuel-macron
<current%20document>https://www.google.com/search?q=China%27s+presence+in+Africa+and+Latin+America&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&client=firefox-b-ab
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Destroyers_for_Bases_Agreement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lend-Lease
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MAMMILLARIA HAHNIANA var. WERDERMANNIANA

Although these two pictures look a little different , they are both of the same plant, photgraphed on the same day.  The plant was grown
from seed planted in Lark Harbour in 1976.  Now,  after 42 years, it measures 13 inches (32cm) in height from soil level with a diameter
of about 5 inches (12cm) at soil level to 6 inches (14-15cm) at the crown.  The surface of the plant is ribbed with sharp spines an inch
(2.5cm) long, and soft white hairs which form a spiral pattern easily visible on the photo at right.  Young plants are roughly spherical, but
will elongate after reaching a diameter of about 3 inches (5cm). As the plants age, their lower sections take on a brownish colour and
become thick and woody as a tree does over the years.  A mature plant like this one will produce small pinkish flowers in a ring around
the top during summer, and seeds may sometimes be produced even without pollination.  Certain other plants of the genus Mammillaria
branch quite freely or form large clumps as they reach maturity, and others may develop branches if they receive damage, but Mammillaria
Hahniana remains as a single column.  Propagation therefore must always be from seed.

Most spherical cacti require similar treatment.  They should be planted in unglazed clay pots with drainage holes and should be kept
in a light, airy space.  They do best with moderate watering through the growing season from April to October.  Depending on temperature
and humidity where they are housed, from late October to the end of March they will not require watering unless they are kept in a very
warm location where the soil may become very dry.  In such cases they benefit from an occasional light overhead spraying with water at
room temperature.  Spherical cacti like these store large amounts of water which will normally see them through several months with no
watering.  All cacti will benefit from repotting with coarse fresh soil every 3 or 4 years early in the growing season.  Select a pot of large
enough diameter to protect the spines.  To allow regrowth of the fine hair roots that may have been damaged during the repotting process,
do not water the plant for about a month after repotting.           
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Odds  and  Ends

HOORAY,  HOORAY,  FOR LITTLE JOSE
WHO LEFT MEXICO FOR THE  U. S. of A.

HE LOVED TO PLAY BASEBALL AND WATCHING IT TOO
NOTHING ELSE IN THE WORLD HE WOULD RATHER DO

Did you ever hear his story?  If not, read on. But remember,
 little Jose (pronounced Ho-zay) really was a very small man.  

Now Mexicans play baseball with as much passion as Americans
do, and Little Jose, who adored the game too, was no exception. 
Even before he had found a job in America, he spent most of his
money to attend his first baseball game in a big stadium somewhere
in America.  But as a new immigrant he could not afford a good
seat, and he found himself right behind several tall husky Americans
who were blocking his view.  Poor little Jose knew he would miss
most of the game if he stayed there, so he stood on his seat and
looked all around for a place that would allow him a better view,
and as he looked around he spotted a tall flagpole with a big ball
and a flag, the Stars and Stripes, on the very top.

He made his way through the crowd to the foot of the flag pole
and, athlete that he was, he shimmied quickly to the top before
anyone noticed him, and sat right there on the ball, just above the
Stars and Stripes flag.  And no one even tried to stop him.

As always, when the game was about to start, a band struck up,
the crowd rose to their feet, a buxom lady began singing into a
microphone and the crowd and the players joined with her, all
singing “O say, can you see, by the dawn’s early light, what so
proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming  . . . . . ”  They
were all standing, including the players of both teams, singing with
great gusto, their right hands on their hearts, as all good Americans
do.  Everyone in the stadium was gazing up at the Stars and Stripes
that flew bravely just a foot or two below Little Jose on his exalted
perch.  He almost fell off in surprise, but managed to hang on,
waving and beaming back with pleasure at the crowd.

Then the game began, and did Little Jose enjoy it?  You bet he
did!  He didn’t miss a single moment of the play.

At the end of the game he returned home, still beaming with
happiness, and his friends asked him, “How was the game, Jose?”

He answered that it was the best and greatest game he had ever
seen in his whole life.

“What was so great about it, Jose?” his friends asked him.

(Read this final paragraph aloud with
a Mexican accent for Jose’s words.)

“Americanos so kind and friendly,” Jose explained in his broken
English.  “All Americanos at ballgame stand and look up at me ...
me, little Jose on top of flagpole ... almost fell off when Americanos
start singing ...  ‘Jose, can you see?’ ”

 

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS

ESPECIALLY TO 

OUR Odds and Ends READERS 

ATTENTION ALL SPELUNKERS6

In today’s completely explored world, it is a rare thing that a new
and very large natural cavern is discovered.  Most such natural
objects have long been known and fully explored.  But just a few
months ago, a cavern was noticed from the air in the Wells Gary
Provincial Park of British Columbia.  There are several reasons why
it has apparently remained unknown until as recently as this year,
perhaps because its entrance has remained covered with snow most
of the year until global warming has melted more snow than usual. 
so that it could be mistaken for just a deep hollow in the mountains. 
Most known natural caverns occur in limestone regions that become
eroded relatively easily by water, but this one is unusual as it is 
located in a much harder marble-like rock  Whatever the cause, it
seems no one who knew of it before has come forward.  

Preliminary investigations have yielded the following facts: it is
a cavern more than 100 metres underground, measuring about 100
x 60 metres reachable only after a straight vertical drop of 80
metres, enough to deter all but the most ardent spelunkers, and 
First Nations people may not even know of it.  It is fed by a river
which is said to emerge at the surface again about 20 km away.

If current statements about the cavern’s size prove to be
accurate, it may be the largest cavern so far discovered in Canada. 
The actual location is near Fernie, a small BC town of about five
thousand people, in the extreme south-east corner of British
Columbia.  As yet the cavern has no official name, but has been
informally dubbed “Sarlacc’s Pit”, as in Return of the Jedi.  

Read a recent report by Simon Little of Global News and see
photographs and information from Catherine Hickson, volcanologist
with BC’s Wells Gary Provincial Park.

SCAMMERS

Have you received any phone calls from people trying to separate
you from your money?  I have had three such calls this year, from
three different individuals.  The most recent claimed to be from
Canada Revenue Agency, telling me that I was to be prosecuted for
outstanding tax, and I hung up immediately.  It’s a well-known
scam, and I didn’t fall for it.  CRA has announced publicly that they
never make such calls.  If they need to contact you they will send
you a letter through the mail for you to call them.  You can call the
police to check if you are uncertain, but they will tell you the same,
as will most other organisations such as your bank, or others you
may deal with.

There are also people who tell you they represent Microsoft
Corporation, or maybe some other company you may have dealt
with.  They may tell you they have found a problem with your
computer, and they will fix it — for a price.  Don’t fall for that,
either.  Hang up immediately.  I had such a call and checked with
the police who told me they are familiar with that scam too.

And if someone phones and asks if your fridge is running, don’t
contact the police, and don’t try to chase the fridge.  It will not get
far, with all this snow around!

6  A “spelunker” is a person who explores caves.  From the Latin spelunca, a cave.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarlacc
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarlacc
https://globalnews.ca/news/4720734/massive-unexplored-cave-of-national-significance-b-c-park/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catherine_Hickson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catherine_Hickson

